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Synopsis

2009 Retailer's Choice Award winner!Super Bowla “winning coach and #1 New York Times best
selling author Tony Dungy has had an unusual opportunity to reflect on what it takes to achieve
significance. He is looked to by many as the epitome of the success and significance that is highly
valued in our culture. He also works every day with young men who are trying to achieve
significance through football and all that goes with a professional athletic careera *such as money,
power, and celebrity. Coach Dungy has had all that, but he passionately believes that there is a
different path to significance, a path characterized by attitudes, ambitions, and allegiances that are
all too rare but uncommonly rewarding. Uncommon reveals lessons on achieving significance that
the coach has learned from his remarkable parents, his athletic and coaching career, his mentors,
and his journey with God. A particular focus of the book: what it means to be a man of significance

in a culture that is offering young men few positive role models.
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Customer Reviews

Recently retired Indianapolis Colts coach Tony Dungy delivers an outstanding follow-up to his
bestseller Quiet Strength in his new book, Uncommon. The name of the book is derived from a
quote by former University of Minnesota coach Cal Stoll, who said:"Success is uncommon,
therefore not to be enjoyed by the common man. I'm looking for uncommon people."Dungy first
heard these words as a freshman on Stoll's football team almost three decades ago, and they have
stayed with him ever since. The only difference is that it is now Dungy summoning men to an

uncommon life of significance.The book does not differ much from Quiet Strength, as it is written in



a casual tone similar to most sports figure’s memoirs. It is, however, less autobiographical, leaning
more toward an advisory manual on how to live life. It is divided into seven parts, each dealing with
important issues that men deal with in their lives, such as family, friends, career, and relationship
with Christ. It is sprinkled with stories from Dungy’s personal life which illustrate the themes of each
chapter. Perhaps most refreshing is the coach’s tone. He is never condescending or preachy,
adamently proclaiming that his way is the best way. Reading this book is almost like talking to a big
brother who is handing out advice because he’s been there.For those who are weary of self-help
books, have no fear. Dungy’s focus is on service to God, family, and fellow man. There are no
get-rich quick schemes in this book, or promises of blessings. This is just Tony Dungy trying to
instruct men how to be better husbands, fathers, and human beings. He doesn’t claim to have all

the answers; he’s just willing to share what he’s been through.
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